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be determined, it might be possible to arrest this process by the
addition of known substances, which may in consequence prove
to be of therapeutic value.
Much information has recently been obtained about the
detailed structure of the bacterial cell, and evidence is accumu-
lating to indicate that, contrary to earlier views, this is extremely
complex and comparable with that of other living cells.
Considerable attention is also being directed to the production
of antibiotics which are proving such valuable therapeutic agents.
The chemical structure of penicillin has been determined and
several forms of penicillin have been identified but synthesis, on
a practical scale, is not yet possible. Many new antibiotics have
been produced but only a few have proved suitable for clinical
trial. In one instance, chloramphenicol, synthesis on a com-
mercial basis has been possible and the product appears to be
identical with the biological preparation.
Viruses have also been receiving much attention and new
culture-techniques have been introduced with striking results.
New viruses have been isolated and the preparation of a satis-
factory vaccine against poliomyelitis has been possible. The
advance of knowledge continues but the iield is enormous and
many problems still await solution.